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"If the Jews wish to become a nation of 'Jewish Culture," Eliezer Ben-Y ehuda wrote in 1904, "they must
first become truly a nation." Throughout the subsequent decade, Ben-Y ehuda and other Zionist activistsin
Pal estine attempted to transform the small, divided, economically depressed, and demographically declining
Yishuv -- the pre-state Jewish community -- into the foundation of a modern nation. In this book, Arieh
Bruce Saposnik tells the story of this transformation.

As Saposnik shows, these activists did not attempt to rewrite Jewish culture ssimply by uprooting and
transplanting themselves, but sought to affect a dramatic revolution in all aspects of Jewish life. They
endeavored not only to revise Judaism, but to revise the very definition of culture, and the expanse with
which they viewed the word was, in part, what made this group so revolutionary. The new "Hebrew" culture
they sought to create encompassed everything from the way in which Yishuv Zionists dressed to the art they
created and the literature they read, to the holidays they celebrated, to the language they spoke and the accent
with which they spokeit. Politics, economics, and even medicine were mobilized to become dynamic parts
of anew Jewish identity.

Saposnik attempts to recapture their comprehensive view of culture and to show how these activists
tranglated images and ideas into concrete cultural institutions, new art, rituals, and language. But, he also
argues that this new culture, while expansive, was highly precarious and intensely contested. The Zionists
struggled to maintain a complex relationship with traditional Jewish discourses, practices, and liturgy and to
forge a delicate balance between the traditional and the novel, "occident” and "orient," and shifting national
centers and peripheries. Through his examination of the Zionist cultural project, Saposnik sheds new light on
the origins of Israel and Isradli culture, and on the fundamental building blocks from which modern nations
and nationalisms are erected.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Frizzell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish
National Culture in Ottoman Palestine is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas M oor &

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman
Palestine book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman

Pal estine content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you neverthel ess thinking Becoming
Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Jean Hogue:

Precisely why? Because this Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman
Palestine is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold off having that book?
If I have been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Bradley Cox:

This Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine is brand new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Becoming Hebrew:
The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books createitself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book application form. People who think



that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely noin
reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So
, don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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