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A publishing phenomenon began in Glasgow in 1765. Uniform pocket editions of the English Poets printed
by Robert and Andrew Foulis formed the first link in a chain of literary products that has grown ever since,
as we see from series like Penguin Classics and Oxford World Classics. Bonnell explores the origins of this
phenomenon, analysing more than a dozen multi-volume poetry collections that sprang from the British press
over the next half century. Why such collections flourished so quickly, who published them, what forms they
assumed, how they were marketed and advertised, how they initiated their readers into the rites of mass-
market consumerism, and what role they played in the construction of a national literature are all questions
central to the study.

The collections played out against an epic battle over copyright law, and involved fierce contention for
market share in the "classics" among rival publishers. It brought despair to the most powerful of London
printers, William Strahan, who prophesied that competition of this nature would ruin bookselling, turning it
into "the most pitiful, beggarly, precarious, unprofitable, and disreputable Trade in Britain."

Samuel Johnson's Lives of the Poets were part of such a collection, dubbed "Johnson's Poets." The third
edition of this collection, published in 1810, brought the national project to its high water mark: it contained
129 poets, plus extensive translations from the Greek and Roman classics. By this point, all the features that
characterize modern series of vernacular classics had been established, and never since has such an
ambitious expression of the poetic canon been repeated, as Bonnell shows by peering forward into the
nineteenth century and beyond.

Based on work with archival materials, newspapers, handbills, prospectuses, and above all the books
themselves, Bonnell's findings shed light on all aspects of the book trade. Valuable bibliographical data is
presented regarding every collection, forming an indispensable resource for future work on the history of the
English poetry canon.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Most Disreputable Trade: Publishing the Classics of English
Poetry 1765-1810. Try to make book The Most Disreputable Trade: Publishing the Classics of English
Poetry 1765-1810 as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Charles Payne:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Most
Disreputable Trade: Publishing the Classics of English Poetry 1765-1810 suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Most Disreputable Trade:
Publishing the Classics of English Poetry 1765-1810is one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

William Walker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Most Disreputable Trade: Publishing the Classics of
English Poetry 1765-1810 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Denise Wallis:

Typically the book The Most Disreputable Trade: Publishing the Classics of English Poetry 1765-1810 has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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