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The earth shakes and cracks open. Volcanoes erupt. Continents freeze, bake, and flood. Droughts parch the
land. Wildfires and hundred-year storms consume anything in their paths. Invisible clouds of disease and
pestilence probe for victims. Tidal waves sweep ashore from the vast sea. The natural world is a dangerous
place, but one species has evolved a unique defense against the hazards: civilization.
Civilization rearranges nature for human convenience. Clothes and houses keep us warm; agriculture feeds
us; medicine fights our diseases. It all works most of the time. But key resources lie in the most hazardous
places, so we choose to live on river flood plains, on the slopes of volcanoes, at the edge of the sea, above
seismic faults. We pack ourselves into cities, Petri dishes for germs. Civilization thrives on the edge of
disaster.
And what happens when natural forces meet molasses holding tanks, insecticides, deepwater oil rigs, nuclear
power plants? We learn the hard way how to avoid the last disaster and maybe how to create the next one.
What we don't know can, indeed, hurt us.
This book's white-knuckled journey from antiquity to the present leads us to wonder at times how
humankind has survived. And yet, as author Gale Eaton makes clear, civilization has advanced not just in
spite of disasters but in part because of them. Hats off to human resilience, ingenuity, and perseverance!
They ve carried us this far; may they continue to do so into our ever-hazardous future.

The History in 50 series explores history by telling thematically linked stories. Each book includes 50
illustrated narrative accounts of people and events some well-known, others often overlooked that, together,
build a rich connect-the-dots mosaic and challenge conventional assumptions about how history unfolds.
Future titles include A History of Travel in 50 Vehicles, A History of Medicine in 50 Discoveries, A History
of American Culture in 50 Innovators, A History of the Universe in 50 Milestones, A History of Sports in 50
Athletes, and A History of Ambition in 50 Hoaxes.

Notable Features:
>Dedicated to the premise that history is the greatest story ever told.
Includes a mix of greatest hits with quirky, surprising, provocative accounts.
Challenges readers to think and engage.
Includes a glossary of technical terms; sources by chapter; teaching resources as jumping-off points for
student research; and endnotes.
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From reader reviews:

Mohammed Thomas:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having
chance to stay than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this
particular The History of Civilization in 50 Disasters (History in 50) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Paula Shepard:

The History of Civilization in 50 Disasters (History in 50) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The History of Civilization in 50
Disasters (History in 50) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Lillie Stein:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The History of Civilization in 50 Disasters
(History in 50) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Tyler Cote:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The History of Civilization in 50 Disasters (History in 50).
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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