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Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai traces the roots of modern global East Asia by focusing on the contested
and fascinating history of its seaways. The East Asian maritime realm, from the Straits of Malacca to the Sea
of Japan, has been a core region of international trade for centuries, but it was during the long seventeenth
century, from 1550 to 1700, that the velocity and scale of commerce began to increase dramatically. Chinese,
Japanese, and Vietnamese smugglers and pirates forged autonomous networks, or in the case of the Zheng
family of southeastern China and Taiwan, maritime-focused polities. They competed and cooperated with
one another and with ambitious state-builders, such as the Manchu Qing, Tokugawa Japan, the Iberians, and
the Dutch. What happened as all of these peoples, each with their own legal and cultural notions about the
seas and seaborne commerce, came into increasing contact? Maritime East Asia was in many ways a zone of
contradictions, subject to multiple legal, political, and religious jurisdictions and mediums of communication
lost or manipulated in translation among dozens of major languages and countless dialects. Informal
networks based upon kinship and patron-client ties mingled uneasily with formal bureaucratic structures and
rationalized monopoly organizations. Subsistence-based trade and plunder by destitute fishermen
complemented the grand dreams of sea-lords, profit-maximizing entrepreneurs, and imperial contenders.
Despite their shifting identities, East Asia's mariners sought to anchor their activities to stable legitimacies
and diplomatic traditions found outside the system. On the other hand, outsiders, even those armed with the
latest military technology, could never fully impose their values upon the institutional fluidity of maritime
East Asia. This multilateral perspective of a world in flux opens a whole range of contingencies to accepted
narratives of the "rise of the West." Consider, for example that European mariners, whom we have come to
associate with catalyzing globalization and opening oceanic trade routes, were far from the most important
actors in East and Southeast Asia. During the period surveyed in these pages, it was the Chinese whose
traders carried more in volume and value than any other nation. The authors of this volume offer a new
perspective not just on East Asian history but on global history, because the China Seas were key to forging
the connections of early globalization, as important as the Atlantic World and the Indian Ocean basin, both
of which regions have received far more scholarly attention. The multiplicity of possibilities remains in the
twenty-first century, as a resurgent China attempts to reassert its traditional hegemony in competition with
other native and outside players.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Doyle:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East
Asia in Global History, 1550–1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) ended up being making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The publication Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Here thing why this Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Sea Rovers,
Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in
Global History, 1550–1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) in e-book can be your substitute.

William Carroll:

This book untitled Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.

Jackie Lund:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700 (Perspectives on
the Global Past) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe



unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide
then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Sea
Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550–1700 (Perspectives on the Global
Past) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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