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Stephen Scully both offers areading of Hesiod's Theogony and traces the reception and shadows of this
authoritative Greek creation story in Greek and Roman texts up to Milton's own creation myth, which sought
to "soar above th' Aonian Mount [i.e., the Theogony]...and justify the ways of God to men." Scully also
considers the poem in light of Near Eastern creation stories, including the Eniima elish and Genesis, as well
as the most striking of modern "scientific myths," Freud's Civilization and its Discontents. Scully reads
Hesiod's poem as a hymn to Zeus and a city-state creation myth, arguing that Olympusis portrayed as an
idealized polity and--with but one exception--a place of communal harmony. This reading informs his study
of the Theogony's reception in later writings about polity, discord, and justice. The rich and various story of
reception pays particular attention to the long Homeric Hymns, Solon, the Presocratics, Pindar, Aeschylus,
Aristophanes, and Plato in the Archaic and Classical periods; to the Alexandrian scholars, Callimachus,
Euhemerus, and the Stoics in the Hellenistic period; to Ovid, Apollodorus, Lucian, afew Church fathers, and
the Neoplatonists in the Roman period. Tracing the poem's reception in the Byzantine, medieval, and early
Renaissance, including Petrarch and Erasmus, the book ends with alengthy exploration of Milton's
imitations of the poem in Paradise Lost. Scully also compares what he considers Hesiod's artful interplay of
narrative, genealogical lists, and keen use of personified abstractions in the Theogony to Homeric narrative
techniques and treatment of epic verse.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Burnette:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anindividual isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This Hesiod's Theogony: from Near Eastern
Creation Myths to Paradise Lost is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Doug Campbéll:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Hesiod's Theogony: from Near Eastern
Creation Myths to Paradise Lost, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Maria McGhee:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Hesiod's Theogony: from Near Eastern Creation
Myths to Paradise Lost why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.

Nolan Russell:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people lovesto go through a book. When you read
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Hesiod's Theogony: from Near Eastern Creation Myths to Paradise Lost provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.
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