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Starting in the early part of the nineteenth century, American administrations expressed a desire to own
Cuba. A rationale for adding Cuba to the territory of the United States could be built on Cuba’s sugar and
tobacco industries, as well as Cuba’s mineral deposits. But economics was not the primary motivation.
American presidents knew that in the event of war, any nation occupying Cuba would have an advantage
over the US military strategies; this fear, coupled with the economic benefit, explains a century of policy
decisions.

As Frank R. Villafaña shows, Cubans were not sitting idle, waiting for outsiders to liberate them from
Spanish oppression. A major part of this research is devoted to studying Cuban efforts to liberate their island
from prolonged Spanish domination. Cuba had been struggling for independence from Spain since the 1830s,
followed by the Ten Year War. During the 1895-1898 War of Independence, Cuba came close to defeating
Spain, but a merciless Spanish military effort converted Cuba into a series of concentration camps.

Spain surrendered after its naval defeats by the US at Manila Bay and Santiago de Cuba, following a failed
ground campaign in eastern Cuba. After the US occupied Cuba militarily, American political leaders realized
only a small minority of Cubans supported annexation, and the Platt Amendment was developed as a
substitute. Today, most Cubans agree that independence, even constrained by the United States, was better
than enslavement by the Castro brothers. However, as Villafaña emphasizes, Cubans living in Cuba as well
as abroad still seek a land free and independent of foreign threat and domestic tyrants.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Gilmore:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Expansionism: Its Effects on
Cuba's Independence to read.

Janice Delarosa:

The publication with title Expansionism: Its Effects on Cuba's Independence posesses a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Roland Collins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can
be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is Expansionism: Its
Effects on Cuba's Independence.

Donald Shelton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Expansionism: Its Effects on Cuba's Independence when you essential it?
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