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Rhetorically charged debates over theory have divided scholars of the humanities for decades. In Elegy for
Theory, D. N. Rodowick steps back from well-rehearsed arguments pro and con to assess why theory has
become such a deeply contested concept. Far from lobbying for a return to the "high theory" of the 1970s and
1980s, he calls for a vigorous dialogue on what should constitute a new, ethically inflected philosophy of the
humanities.

Rodowick develops an ambitiously cross-disciplinary critique of theory as an academic discourse, tracing its
historical displacements from ancient concepts of theoria through late modern concepts of the aesthetic and
into the twentieth century. The genealogy of theory, he argues, is constituted by two main lines of descent--
one that goes back to philosophy and the other rooted instead in the history of positivism and the rise of the
empirical sciences. Giving literature, philosophy, and aesthetics their due, Rodowick asserts that the mid-
twentieth-century rise of theory within the academy cannot be understood apart from the emergence of
cinema and visual studies. To ask the question, "What is cinema?" is to also open up in new ways the
broader question of what is art.

At a moment when university curriculums are everywhere being driven by scientism and market forces,
Elegy for Theory advances a rigorous argument for the importance of the arts and humanities as
transformative, self-renewing cultural legacies.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Elegy for Theory will make you to be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Roger Cooper:

The knowledge that you get from Elegy for Theory is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Elegy for Theory giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Elegy for Theory
instantly.

Karen Ofarrell:

You can obtain this Elegy for Theory by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Jeffry Yanez:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Elegy for Theory we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Elegy for Theory. You can more attractive than now.
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