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Rising at 11,750 feet in the Sangre de Cristo range and snaking 926 miles through New Mexico and Texas to
the Rio Grande, the Pecos River is one of the most storied waterways in the American West. It is also one of
the most troubled. In 1942, the National Resources Planning Board observed that the Pecos River basin
“probably presents a greater aggregation of problems associated with land and water use than any other
irrigated basin in the Western U.S.” In the twenty-first century, the river’s problems have only multiplied.
Bitter Waters, the first book-length study of the entire Pecos, traces the river’s environmental history from
the arrival of the first Europeans in the sixteenth century to today.

Running clear at its source and turning salty in its middle reach, the Pecos River has served as both a magnet
of veneration and an object of scorn. Patrick Dearen, who has written about the Pecos since the 1980s, draws
on more than 150 interviews and a wealth of primary sources to trace the river’s natural evolution and man’s
interaction with it. Irrigation projects, dams, invasive saltcedar, forest proliferation, fires, floods, flow
decline, usage conflicts, water quality deterioration—Dearen offers a thorough and clearly written account of
what each factor has meant to the river and its prospects. As fine-grained in detail as it is sweeping in
breadth, the picture Bitter Waters presents is sobering but not without hope, as it also extends to potential
solutions to the Pecos River’s problems and the current efforts to undo decades of damage.

Combining the research skills of an accomplished historian, the investigative techniques of a veteran
journalist, and the engaging style of an award-winning novelist, this powerful and accessible work of
environmental history may well mark a turning point in the Pecos’s fortunes.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hayes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Bitter Waters: The
Struggles of the Pecos River book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Dennis Gaines:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Peter Singleton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River will give you new experience in studying a book.

Veda Howard:

You can find this Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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