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Porter Farley managed to find himself in the middle of some of the more dramatic episodes of the 19th
century. As a youth growing up in Rochester, his aunt and uncle helped runaway slaves along the
Underground Railroad. He was in the audience when William Seward famously termed the differences
between north and south to be leading to an "irrepressible conflict." At Gettysburg, as acting adjutant of the
140th N.Y. infantry, he found himself alongside Col. Patrick O'Rorke when the regiment was diverted by
Gen. Gouverneur Warren to the defense of Little Round Top. In the battle of the Wilderness, Farley ran
alongside Col. George Ryan as the regiment made its dramatic and costly charge across Saunders Field.
Farley was an original member of the 140th, serving as an officer from September 1862 until his discharge in
the fall of 1864, seeing action in all of the major campaigns fo the Army of the Potomac during that period.
He also kept an attentive eye on the happenings of the regiment in camp, on the march, and all other times in
between. In the 1870s, he began writing his history of the 140th, based on war-time letters and diaries. His
interest in presenting an accurate and fair account of the 140th's service lead him to correspondence with
some of the Civil War's notable leaders. The result of Farley's work ran in 17 installments in a Rochester
newspaper. Not only did it garner interest and praise from his former colleagues in the 140th; his writings
found their way into books and articles written by veterans of other units. His work was praised as being fair
and impartial. He spent the rest of his life clarifying and writing about the proud service of the 140th NY.
Despite encouragement, Farley never had his history published in book form. An Unvarnished Tale not only
presents his entire "Reminiscences of the 140th Regiment, N.Y. Volunteer Infantry," but also all of his
known post-war correspondence and writings, much of it previously unpublished.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

The book An Unvarnished Tale: The Public and Private Civil War Writing of Porter Farley 140th N.Y.V.I.
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book An Unvarnished Tale: The Public and Private Civil War
Writing of Porter Farley 140th N.Y.V.I.? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book An Unvarnished Tale: The Public and Private Civil War Writing of Porter Farley 140th N.Y.V.I.
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Hardy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The An Unvarnished Tale:
The Public and Private Civil War Writing of Porter Farley 140th N.Y.V.I. is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Phyllis Thompson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled An Unvarnished Tale: The Public and Private Civil War
Writing of Porter Farley 140th N.Y.V.I. can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Erica Northern:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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